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Conmrino of toſs Aich mov at it ber Sund. 
Hurt, Smarden, Tenterden, Folkflone, and Chul. 


bam, in Kent; and at Battle, Rye, Fade, __ 
. Lerves, W , and Hen „„ 
e 45 : 5 ; + 7 
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5 beim ines 1 th 8 Baltithes 6f Fr dah ran 
tile Divine Eſſence Eternal, and Perſbnal Election to Holineſs here, 
and Eternal Life hereafter—The original Guile And Deprayiry” of \ 
Mankind Particular Redemption Free Juſtification, by the i im- | 
FPuted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt Alone Effiäbrious Grace in Regene= - , 


won, and the perſereratice of the Saitts to eternal Glory, 
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T, HE Meſſengers of | the Churches met 'at three TT 
Meeting-houſe, Watts; bo6} ii. Hm 74; wal fung, and Brother Mics + 
aleton prayed. The names 4 the Meſſengers were then called over, _ 
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Public 5 3 "Ik 1 yo was 0 in "the 1 
8 manner: — Sung, Watts 1. 144.— Brother Copping prayed. * | 


e WEDNESDAY: , 
a Titz Miniſters ay Meſſengers met at fix o' clock, . and the Bren 


* 1 


Scribe. The Moderator read the Preliminaries of the Aſſociation- 


Brother Yidler prayed. The Letters from the reſpective Churches 


were then read, in which we were happy to find unity, peace, and 
proſperity: may theſe bleſſings increaſe more and more The | 


Churches at Chathar, in Kent, and at Handereſi in Suſſex, propoſed 
to join the Aſſociated Churches of Kent and Sefſex, which was * 
to, and N were unanimouſly received. 


The Eleni queſtion, from the Church at Lowes, was debated : 
What i is that faith which the Scriptures make neceſſary to Baptiſm? 
and it was determined, in our opinion, that the Scriptures make | 


eee, C 


The Moderator conclude this ſervice i in prayers at half pal = 


, 


4 — 


Sung, Watts i. 67. Brother Atzwood, in the place of Brother Lloyd 
who did not attend, preached from 2. Cor. viii. 23 . Maus i an 10. 
—Brother Knott concludetin T r 


Arn ten o'clock buſineſ began again. 3 Purdy Ne The 
- Commigeee « of Coreſpondence read the letter they had been deputed to 


draw up to the Charle/ler Aſſociation,” in America, together with the 
- anſwer of that Aſſociation... The Cemmittee alſo read a letter which | 
they had ſent to our Brother Rippon, of Landon. The Aſſociated 


Miniſters and Meſſengers voted. their thanks to the Committee for 
their attention to tbe buſineſs which had been committed to them; 


and the fame Brethren, namely, Purdy, Copping; and Middleton, 


with the addition of Brother idler, were appointed as a e 
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| the Letter which he had been deputed to draw up, which was aps 


proved, and ordered to be printed.; but as it was much longer than 
thoſe letters generally are, the farther conſideration of the manner 
of printing it was poſtponed. The Moderator then concluded in 
prayer, and . Afembly at half paſt eight o clock. 


"Public worſhip began at ten o'clock, and was LP in the 1. 
lowing order: Sung, Watts, pf. xvii. . n. — Brother Furqy prayed. 


ung, Watts ii. 9.— Brother Stanger preached from Eph. iv. 13. . 


Sung, Watts ii. 138,-—Brother Wake concluded in prayer. 


8 The Minifters and Meſſengers met again for buſineſs at two 
o'clock ; a petition from the Baptiſt Church at Cogge/fiall, in Efe, 


was preſented, read, and approved, and was N OY of 
nan i 


A petition from a poor Brother of the Church at = rocket; 
ſtating his diſtrefſed circumſtances, and aſking relief of the Churches, 
was preſented, and approved, and eight guineas were immediately 
collected for him, and paid into the hands of Brother W of 


| 1 


Brother Coe prayed. It was agreed that the general idea of the 


_  Aﬀociation-Fund, ſhould be continued, but on a ſmaller ſcale, for 
another year, for the neunen of individual e int e 


ſeveral Churches, 


town ore than th Cru Lene ofthis N golla be pub- 


| liſhed ar tuo. penee each copy. | Ars 


8 to recommend to . . re · 
fpeftive Churches where they dwell, when it is not convenient to fill 
up their places in their own Churches, ' | 


Te was agteed to recommend to the Church at Brighter, not 
ee e 


It was 1 held the firſt i Tueſday 25 


m : * in June, 17935 at Chatham, in Kent. Brother 
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ES 4 


Mid. krron, and Brother Llad to preach; and, in esſe of failure, 


Brother Hauler, and Brother aw. Put * at ne Gibraltar Th. 
the New Road. 3 


* 


. RIS 1 to all tha 
| Churches in this connection, for a revival of religion amongſt us. 


Brother, Knott-to draw up the next Circular Letter, and the fol ; 


lowing queſtion was propoſed: to him, as the ſubject of it, (in addi- 
| dan to that already on the liſt-:) What are the figns of as: ? | 


- It was agreed-that the ſirſt Wedneſday i in Nevember next, be re- 
. N RY and die in all the CE. 


A motion was * . to FP pcm, of excommunicatee 


; 2 into the Churches, Bu or want of time, i was Fee 


Phe Mater eu in prayer, and aiſwiſled the abu. | 


at fix o'clock. Ne 
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The CIRCULAR LETTER, 


725 Fatows Miniſters, os thay,” to the 8 Churches which 
, they repreſent, fend Cviſtian e : 


DEARLY BELOVED ee 


Wzaru:s we addreſs you as ann or unite our 
Voices, talents, and care to ſerve you : we hope, we have your 


advantage at heart. It has been cuſtomary for ſame years paſt 


to ſend you an annual letter, but we hape, it is not a mere form 


of addreffing you : but, that we engage in this ſervice, with a de- 


fign to promote your welfare; to impart ſome ſpiritual benefits to 
you; not as impoſing upon you our opinions; but to bring to your 
view, ſome part and portion of the great things of God. Indeed we 
ought not to eſteem any thing trivial, which God, in his infinite wif- 
dom, has given us in his word, as the rule of our faith and practice. 
Tf any, of us think Lg hily of the words of the Moſt High, even of 


ſach as relate to our civil, domeſtic, or private duties, it argues a 


| want of knowl: „and reverence of our gracious God. We are 


not to conclude, we are wiſe to God, or that we are men of grace, 


or ſafe for Heaven, becauſe we have ſome knowledge of the ſyſtem 
of truth, and believe ſome of the important things in religion. No! 


But only as our knowledge inflames our hearts to love and honour 


* 


- 


| God, and our faith worketh by love to purify our ſouls, and enables 


us, to live on Chriſt, and eee to his will. 


The Oele, Neben, which comes to you with our FE 


and Solution, will not fail to unite doctrine and practice together; 
and remind you that the remedy provided by divine grace was not 
to deſtroy, but to eſtabliſh the law, provide for its being magnified 
by Chriſt, and its being obeyed and delighted in, by his OG 
children after he inner man. Nom. vi. 22, 2 5. | 


The Queſtion bl will now be 3 is: What tis + the ſerip- | 


tural view of the covenants of works and grace? This is a very 


weighty, queſtion, as our Lord ſaid in regard to love, ſo fay ve 


on this double Ns, on it DE all the holy writings. „ 


7 


have 


3 
have ! in it che four · fold ſtate of man: his ſinleſs e | 
his fall, his 8 and his eternal e ; | 


Zut befors we dire&ty- anſwer * queſtion, as it 1 the . 
as a covenant of works: we beg leave to conſider, and point out te 
you, Dear Brethren, a few things, which may be of uſe. to 


us, to affiſt our e ROY your: in 225 e e 


the covenant of works. 


As, firſt, That a Va (yea the moral 1 ans have ben 
between a rational creature and God, had there never been a cove» 


nant of works between God and man. Impoſſible that a rational 


creature can be without law to God ; there muſt be a rule of right 
to direct his walk with God; a rule that points out evil, or wrong, 
to guard him againſt it. We know that there is a law, and rule, in 
refpe to man: but what we plead for is, it cannot be otherwiſe; 'a 
rational creature can have no exiſtence in God's creation without 
law. The worſt of abſurdites would ariſe from ſuch” a propoſition, 


to confound our very reaſon, even to ſuppoſe any rational creature, 


in any poſſible ſtate in earth or heaven, in time or eternity, as/law-- 
leſs, or without rule or law to God, would be an inſult on God's 
moral government; introduce miſrule and diforder, and ſet aſide 


_ ſubordination to his Majeſty. We do moſt cordially beſcech you, 
beloved brethren, to pay. attention to this diſtinction, between the 


law as a covenant of works, and the law as a rule of life. This 
juſt rule of our walk of love to God, and love to our neighbour, 
will not only engage, by the influence of grace, the hearts of all the 
ſaints below, but will fill the hearts of all the ſaints in glory for 
ever. It will there be drawn forth to ſinleſs perfection. Men will 
for ever hate evil, and for ever delight in truth and holineſs. And 
divine grace, now engages the ſaints to delight in he ow of God 


g N ne man. Rom. vii. 22. 


Secondly, The how e W God, pines 
perro of works, was equal with Adam's exiſtence, he'wmn_ 
made in the image of God, as it reſpected knowledge, and moral recti- 
tude.” The law was written in his heart and nature, as it was-af- | 
rerwards in the heart of Chriſt, He was formed with a loye to God, 
and whatever was good, and with a hatred to evil, before the co» 
GE | z EE: | venant . 


— 
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| venifint'of- works was entered into. And believers in Jeſus, in theit 


new creation, are formed into the image of God, have the law writ- 
ten in their hearts : and though freed from it, as we ſhall ſhew, as 
a covenant of 2 e do nnn nen. a rule 


- Thindhy, 8 fo. 2 2 eee an- 

_ muſt have been between God and them, not only, as to an 

union of its moral maxims with their nature, but alſo as drawn forth 

into rule of their conduct 3 for where there is no law, there is no 

_ eranſgreſſon. The puniſhment of fallen angels maſt have proceed- 
ed an this grounid, their vidlating and departing from this perfect 

rule of their condut̃t: their breaking from their allegiance to God, 


and committing treaſon againſt his authority, And we judge, that 


the angels of heaven are under ſuch n law of. nature: a law, great, 
Holy, and good, even the moral law, fo far as it is ſuited to their na · 
ture, as the eternal rule of their conduct. We ſuppaſe it makes their 


_ - happineſs: double, to ſee. their ſtanding ſecuted and confirmed in 
Chriſt, by an immutable deerer. But this decree-doth: not deſtroy the 


law! between them and their God; they ate ſtill under the law to 
worſhip God, to de his pleaſure, to ſerve, love, and honour. him, 
und are for erer ctyiug out Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts. 
But none of the angels were ever under de law as a coyenant, God 
ntver made any c¾¹e.¹E,üũjẽB of works with them; It muſty, however, 
be admitted, that this lai of nature, the moral law, under 
which every rational creature'is placed by God z if a deviation from 


fit, or a tranſgreſſion of its holy precepts; by ſuch & rational 


being is comminttd, ſuch a tranſgreffion expofcs.the-guilty to puniſi - 
ment, without any e aan of a covenant of e en e 
. e 8 25 505 207 Ban 112 ca eg * 
— „„ nb FRZ $6b35 +11 . 
Fourthly] Further, Brethren, as to the ede Slant, ar 
conſider it as a copy of the law of nature, or the law which was 
given'to Adam, methodiſed, delivered dut, and written in ten wards 
Sr commurdiments—And all the enlargements fince added, in the 
*Frophers, and the New Teftament founded upon it, and taken into the 
Fame rule: the whole being a copy of God's moſt holy will and plea- 
e. One great uſe of publiſhing bf. it, was, td make it to be 
n that man way more eaſily detect his conduct, to 
2 leave 


; 


Cay — 


2 leave him without excuſe, and charge home his guilt. Paul. tells 
| us, it was to ſtop mens” mouths, and that all the world may become 
guilty before God. —Rom. iii. 19. And that the law entered that , 


FAY the offence might abound: not that men ſhould ſin more, but more 
33 juſtly ſtand convifted : and being ſenſible of fin, ay Rem Sina, t0 
3 e on Mount Zion, | 195 5 

1 Fifhly. But, Arthire, we 36 not underſtand, hat Hig Jave 


TE publiſhed on Naa with ſo inuch terror and majeſty, to have been 

publiſhed, andgivento the people of Iſrael, in the form of the old 

9 ' covenant of works made with our firſt parent: For though the law 

4 publiſhed on Sinai, and wrote on tables of ſtone, was as 0 the ſub- 

= ſtance of it, the ſame as the law of the covenatit of works : yet 

| not publiſhed and given to the Jews as the covenant of works, for 

| them to live under as ſuch : but publiſhed and given to them with 

8 the writings of Moſes: as a covenant made with chat very pecples 

WW and as a rule for them to walk by. For let it be obſerved, .thay all | " 
the Jexws were put under the Sinai covenant, Moſes, Jed, and all | 

AT the Prophets, believers and unbelievers... We are very certain, that F 

It believers in Chrift, in the Jewiſh Church, were not under the co 

.  venantof works, if fo they muſt have ſtood accurſed,. but the 

| Vere bleſſed, and freed from the curſe, - (pardoned, and juſtified before 

God : and yet continued under the Sinai covenant, and che 

wo in yan rule of life. 


1 | Nas, Weẽ 40 not any. war fome tings in Is St do- 
i venant, bear ſome likeneſs to the covenant of works : as it required 
obedience, on pain of  forfeiting God's blefſing and protection in 
their favoured land; und as God alſo denounced threats on their dif- 
obedience, as of the plague; peſtilence, famine, ſword, and death, 
ſo far it wat a conditional covenant, but not the covenant ol works, 
for that muſt have excluded ſalvation from the Jewiſh Church, which 
| OE TONS: The Jing covenant was rather A au 6 


FEE 4 * 


ib e e n 1 chan, [ons ths 
enbrak law, intreducrdy into the Jewiſh covenant, and mixed with 
that diſpenſation? In anſwer, we fy, 2 
. 0 ſet before, * . = 


j 
: 


k W 


w 


God's will, to eonvict them of evil, and to ſhew them their duty to 


God and each other, and to be a perpetual rule of life to them. 


The law on tables of fone, depoſited in the Ark, was a law in 


ehe hand of their Merciful Redeemer, the Holy One of I/ract: ti 


was of that uſe to believers then, as it is to Chriſt's freed men now, 
who are far enough from being under the. law as a covenant of works; 
Fr are redeemed from the curſes of it, Gal. iv. . But ſtill under 


this holy law to Clriſt, as a law of liberty and not of bondage, to 


ſerve it, with the mind and with the body alſo, which they do, 
Then they live like Chriſt, and 
4. he 5 u. 6 2 3 a 


n re thr din to remind you, Bevin as: ir may not a 
Kite affit you, to form a ſcriptural idea of the law as a covenant 


i of works; that in many places in the New Teſtament where men- 


tian is made of the law, the old covenant, the commandment, and 
of carnal ordinances, and the hand writing of ordinances ; that the 
Infpired penmen cannot have the moral law in view, no, nor yet the 
Taw, un the covenant of works, not in At XV.'5, ro. —nor in the 
 dllegory of Paul in Gal. i iv. 215 to 28, —nor in Eph. 4t. 18. Col. ii. 
34. Heb, vil. 16. to 19. Heb. viii. 75 8, 9; 10. In the firſt of 
thele places, the law'of Moſes, called à ycke of bondage, the ce: 


remonial law is evidently intended: for Peter ſtirs up the diſciples, 


to a regard for the moral law, by adviſing them to abſtain from for- 
nication. And in che allegory of Hagar and Sarah, he means, 


the two Tovenants: the covent of Sinai, and the covenant of grace; 


x Faul had had the covenant of works in his view, he would have 
led us up to Adam, but he carries us back no further than Sinai. 


And as vi. aboliſhing 1 in his fleſk, the enmity, even the law | 


of commandments contained in ordinances „ and his blotting out the 


hand-wiiting of ordinances, mentioned in Eph. ii. 15. Col. li. 14. 


\* This*cantiot be widerſtood of the moral Taw, He has not blotted out 
any moral precept, or aboliſhed any juſt and holy commandment in 
the eternal law of nature : far be that from the Lord. Rather as 
it reſpekts his ſaved people, he has only blotted out their ſins and debrs, 
and taken away all chitges from the law, by ſatisfying all its de- 
- Wands, * INE oe RIO but they 


1 N * 
. e. 


ow. after his example, Rom. vii. 


Fin t 


: D W-brews, it is wk to obſerve, Paul has reference td the law of- the 


Levitical prieſthood, contraſted with the | prieſthoeg "of Chriſt, and 
the two covenants mentioned in the next chapter, the old covenant 


made with the Jewiſh, nation, 8 5 with EI .and the _ * 


eovenant of grace. 


Beſides, 3 ow of theſe cm would db exceed- 
ingly improper to be applied to the law of nature, or the law of the. 


covenant of works: there are no carnal commandments or carnal _ 


ordinances in the moral law, or in the law as 4 covenant of 
works. The law is ſpiritual, holy, juſt, and good, and the 


eovenant of works is founded on holineſs, juſtice, and truth. Ia- 
deed, we have to bleſs God, that Ciriſi is the end of the law, as to a 
Juſtifying righteouſneſs to them that believe. He has fulfilled it a 
to an endleſs life, diſarmed it of its terror, and believers, ate de- 


livered from its penalties as a covenant of works. I is to them as a: 
dead huſband, whoſe power over his wife ceaſeth at his death. 80 
the covenant of works ceaſeth to have dominion over the people of 
God, by the body of Chrift, ſaith the Apoſtle ; And believers,. WhO 


are married to Chrift, are no adultereſſes nor antinomians, Who 
plead their freedom from the covenant of works, and are of | 


pouſed to the Lord Jeſus. See Rom. ix. 14. Our view in 
you to diſtinguiſn between the law as a rule of life, and the law as a 


covenant of works: is to ſtir you up with becoming zeal for God, 
ts bid defiance to a propoſition, that is an inſult on God's moral 
government, that ' believers have nothing to do with the law as 4 

rule of life. What ! becauſe Chri/? has obeyed it to an endleſs life, 


and freed his believing children. from its penalties, as to an endleſs 
death, are they to have no regard to ite holy precepts, or be under no 
obligation, to ſerve. their gracious ſovereign, agreeably to his juſt 
e e W hate FOOTY you, mann 


* Having fot aſide. ſome difficulties, a made our way plain, to 


| gire tis e view; of a covenant of works between God and . 
man, we now aſſert, that the law of the covenant of works, in 
he genuine ſcriptural ſenſe of the term is, an agreement, © league 


or contract, between God and man, in his ſtate of inndceney : dn 
the part of God, a promiſe of an endleſs life, to Adam: and his 


| , n eee, obeying God's hely law! with o am- 
, 5 en 
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| ening; of-death in every view of it on his diſobedience, And'on 
the part of man, a cordial approval of the terms, who muſt with da- 


light, haye ſubſtribed with heart and hand, to every article in 


this compact; ſaying, I delight to do thy will, O my God! thy 
law is in mine heart. And this is properly called che covenany 
1 of works, becauſe it is eſtabliſhed, on man's obedience as the pro- 


curing” cauſe of the bliſsful. life promiſed; and his pen e as 
n ne threatened. 


„ 


ee. We lay, . an Fg wind law. pivot to Adam 3 
the preceding agreement, is the covenant. of works. And further, 


his covenant of works, was not entered into with Adam, ſimply as 
in lis dwa perſon, but as the federal head of his poſterity. And 


here, let it bo obſerved; that on this ſubject, we uſe the word, 
Federal; as relating to a league, contract or covenant. Here as we 


16," God che Sovereign on the one part, making; a promiſe of a [ 
bliſsful life, (we will not ſay of heaven, though eternal life js. 


certainly" intended) and it may be a more exalted ſtate, than that 


ne was then jnj—to him and his poſterity, on condition of his 


perfectly keeping [the whole. law:'of God. And the Good Lord gave 
to: Adam a viſible fign or fymbel, (we will nog ſay a ſeal, though ag 
good as a. ſcal) of the happineſs promiſed to him and his poſtetity, 
on nuditien of his finleſs- obedience, in the tree of life placed in 


the midſt of the garden. & moſt engaging-incitement to obedience: 


| » conſtant-remembrancer, 2 pleaſing pledge of the- kindneſs. of his 
God: and alſo a token of the pleaſing regard his God would: Hem | 


to his-ſpotleſs obedience. | The other part of this covenant, con- 


tained a juſt threatening, of death to himſe}f, and of ruin and 
doath to his-poſterityy im caſe” he failed to obey ſo god and juſt. @ 
Of this puniſhment. on: hie- djſobedjence, God gave him 
likewiſe: a. viſible ſign or ſymbol: and as 2 trial of/ his integrity, 


in the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. A remembrancer, 


that. 8 a warning: to arg voice from God 


me, this "tad doom, i thow touch or eat, Ks 3 4 | 


„ 


Thirdly. can; a was onthe 


| Aidan, a & federal head in juſtice and equity, as worthy/of- God and 
eee appears- plain: AM it was e- 


75 8 | abel, 
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: tabliſhes, on the moral perfections of God: and on his moral g 


vernment, over his rational innocent creature.—It breathes nothi 


but holineſs, it aſks for nothing but purity, love to and delight in 


God: its authority, demands only a reaſonable ſervice': that m 
he juſt, holy, and good and only puniſhes treaſon againſt the So- 


vereign. We muſt ſay, the diſpenſation of the covenant of works, 


was truly worthy of God. The terms were” infinitely juſt and 


_ righteous, ſuch as a juſt God, could not diſpenſe with, without 


giving up his right of governing: this was the pure language * 


God, to our federal head, Adam; Obey and live, you and yours 


—obey and you are entitled to live for ever. My rectitude binds me 
to falfil my word to preſerve. to you unalienable the red of your” 
obedience : you ſhall have the inheritance promiſed: without diminu- 
tion, in the moſt ample manner. But diſobey, and die, ſuffer my 
juſt vengeance, due to your crimes. He that doth God's commands. 
2 ſhall tive by them, Rom * 8, Bat de goal dg das fhall 
ne viii. 1 0 | | Foe 
Thirdly. To: A e eee as- 0 one 
of the cavenanters is not to be foresd into the bargain- or compelled 
to contra; unleſs juſtice, equity; and right cal him to- che en- 
gagement, as they do here. Still we muſt aſſert, An entered a6 
freely, as juſtly into this covenant! of works for himſelf and 
poſterity: The finleſs perfection of his nature, muſt! have: made is 
2 delight to him to obey God: hence' hie willingneſs to fulfil 


the condition as to perfect obedience; he could not wifh-it leſs; as 


he then was: he muſt have had a competent knowledge of evil, 
and have underſtood: the juſtice of the threatened puniſhment. His 
heart being all uniſon with God; all- the terme in this covenant 
doubtleſs, had his. hearty- Amen And if nothing: more- appeared 
en man's part, it authoriſes us to ſay this ws a covenantiof works 
between” God and man. And we «may here ſuppoſe mm ſwying : 
© my eternal God, T love thiee too well ever to offend againſt: che 
All that that thou haſt commanded; thy ſervant will: e 
ferm. But, . hefelt- rh r e 1 

But, Fourthly. A 8 may be aſked, Where do you 624 
 ideorenantin Scripture-? - We'own-therewas #- Jaw of Df given 
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[Others may hay, what need was thereof its being a: covenant of 


8 or of either God or man covenanting. Had not God, the 


ſovereign of his creature, a right to his obedience, and a right to 


. puniſh diſobedience : had man any other right, but to obey and be 
_ happy, or diſobey and be miſerable ?- This laſt obſervation is very 


true, and we can add, to the honour of our firſt parent, that he 
did not want it to be otherwiſe, that he highly approved of the 


- ſovereignty. of God over him, and as highly approved of the al- 
ternatives of the law as to life and death, and moſt ſweetly ſubmitted 
to the authority and righteouſneſs therein diſplayed, for his very 
happineſs centred in God, nor could it be otherwiſe without de- 


pravity which as yet he knew nothing of. But all this doth not mili- 
tate one jot againſt the law as a covenant of works. In anſwer to 


the above query, we ſay, that there was ſomething more took 
place, than God's ſaying, obey and live, and diſobey and die. 
The ſcriptures of truth clearly evince ſome holy conference be- 
| tween God and man, ſome propoſals and terms on, God's ſide: and 
ſurely Adam did not act with ſullen ſilence; his will, his affec= 
tions, and probably his tongue uttered his mind, and made _anfwer to 


God's propoſitions: to theſe I ſubmit my ſelf, and my poſterity. 
This will appear in the ſecond of Genęſis; and from the two. trees in 
the garden, and the law annexed to them; with very little attention, 
it is eaſy to pereeiye they were not to adorn; the garden, nor for 
man's natural uſe; but planted there as ſymbolical, and on à reli- 
gious account, to aſſiſt him in the matters of his God: both as ta 


4 


8 25 Sn ht wu fully 3 our . on 80 ede 
ral headſhip of Adam, and of the law as a covenant of works, is firſt, 


the univerſal condemnation of Adam's poſterity, by his eating the for- 


| biden fruit. The Apoſtle in Rom. v. 18, ſays, ©: By the offence of 
ene, judgment came upon all men, to condemnation.” The juſtice of 
this condemnation, cannot be fairly maintained, withaut conſidering 
our finſt parent a covenant head. to his poſterity, the law laying us 
under a+premunire, or penalty of death for his firſt fin, being couſin 
dered in the eye of the law as 1 ſinned OS. | 


* 
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und all his people. Both Adam and Chrift are ſet forth as covenant 
heads, the former is ſaid to be a figure of the latter, v. 12. by. one man 
ſin entered into the world, and death by ſin; and ſo death paſſed 
upon all men, for that all have ſinned. That is, that all have ſinned 
in the eye of the law, and conſidered as guilty: of death, and under 
the ſentence of it, by the imputation of · Adam's ſin. To: them the 
words are not literally true in any other ſenſe; for our new-borg in- 
fants have not en ſinned ; but c ſinned in 82 as their 
covenant NC N Rt. n 1 l 
enen e Fe i oy TO 

8 *. 24 Dee over them that 
had not ſinned, after the'ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, that had 
not committed actual ſin. This cannot he underſtood of adults, who 
have ſinned as he did, but of: our ne- born infants, Who by Adam's 
crime, were involved in condemnation and obnoxious to death. In 
this whole paſſage we ſind that the whole of our race are ſaid to be 
expoſed to death; that they. are dead; that judgment came upon 
them to condemnation. Death "reigns wee and e 
| ha nei gn” to" e e lg O12 HY ES 
F „ *- -- 
h ry may cavil at God's 8 adding a covenant head 
to his poſterity, and for putting our lives and inheritance in truſt 
wich him: but this, brethren; we believe is without any juſt cauſes 
nay, a reflection on the wiſdom and righteouſneſs of God. Could we 
have been in council, we judge, we ſhould. have agreed, to have 
given our high Father the honour of being our truſtee. And ſhould 
have highly applauded the wiſdom of God, and alſo: Adam's integ- 
tity, had he conveyed the bleſſing of a happy life to us. And as 
it is, God's perfeCtions are unimpeachable. We have all reaſon to 
fay, it was juſt, it was kind in God to enter into a covenant with 
man: and to aſſure him that endleſs life ſhould be the reward of his 
obedienee. This was moſt worthy of God, moſt equitable and good 
in hit. And as he added a ſign and pledge to his promiſe in the 
tree bf life: it could not but be highly pleaſing to man. And as he 
Had ſifficient power to keep God's law, and a matchleſs delight in- 
| Godt6 do it; his fin wat of himſelf, his puniſhment the juſt fruit 
ef his fin, and God is clear. Tis right we are brought to la- 
ment our ruin: and as there is yrovitien made by Gat Cd for 
N | man's 
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- Sixthly, The whele race 2 „ 
wortd, under this broken covenant, as the offspring of the firſt 


man, their being ſhaped in iniquity and born unclean, proclaims = 


it. And all who in an unregenerate ſtate, and as unbelievers, are 
declaraively under this covenant, and ſo under its curſe. For as 
many as are of the works of the law, are under its curſe : for it is 

written, curſed is every one that continueth not in all things which 
ure written in the -bbddk of the law to do them. And he that be- 
hiercth not, is condemned already. The terms in this are always 
the | ſame: obey perfectly, or die eternally. He that doeth 


| theſe dings mal live. by them. The bel that Bas mall die, Bee 


Ss" DES. ee 
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the law, God has not hoſt his power, nor the law its force er 


authority. No allowance can be made or indeed given to man to do 


amiſs. If he fails but in one point of the law, the law is broken, 


ind charges the guilty ſinner with u breach of the whole. True and 
awful as theſe things are, fallen man is ſtill thinking he can rettie ve 
his loſs, and recover life, and the favour: of God by his good 


A tkꝗeds :: nis ignechner and pride buey him up with flattering hopes 


that he can yet make up the breach between God and his ſoul 4 


though he is every day adding fin ta ſin, yet he will not allow that 
be is an enemy to God, But chis is all deception: juſtice cannot be 


bribed : God eannot connive at ſin: wiſdom cannot be impoſed upon: 
neither can juſtice give up its rights, or the law its demands): it is 
the mminiſtration)of drath to guilty man. Nothing but an intereſt ia 
the ſecond” Atlas obedience, ſufferings, and; ſatisfaction can inſure 


2 faner's ſalvation. —If any in reading this letter, [are made to 


tremble, and to cry out for merey, confeſſing their ruined ſtate, the 
ether part of the qurſtion propoſed, namely, an explanation of be 
eovenant of grace, holds out a precious remedy, for it is a envenantjẽæ 
mor made with fallible man, but with Je Chrif, man's alwight7 
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Having repreſented to you, dear brethren, a deſcription. of the co. 
venant of works, in this epiſtle, permit us now to lay, before you 

what the Scriptures ſay concerning the covenant of grace: — this a | 
league, contract or agreement entered into by the divine perſons in 
the Godhead ; the Father, Son, and Spirit, in the eternal council of 
es Cub vi. 13. Pf; IxXxkix. 1, 2. Pf, xxv. 1.) reſpecting 
the ſalvation of the veſſels of mercy - in which covenant, a plan is 
drawn, and means deviſed for a complete releaſe from fin and miſery ; 
grace in time, and glory in the world to come: a covenant ordered 8 
in all things and ſure, which is all their ſalvation, and all their 425 | 
. e ee rag 


Firſt, This covenant 9 5 grace is made with ele& ee in : Chrif x 
their Surety. and Mediator. Theſe perſons have, in the covenant of 
grace, as all mankind had, in the covenant of works, à repreſenta - 
tive, and federal head; and this head is Chrif. He is a head to his 
church in a variety of ſenſes, as may be ſeen in the following ſerip - 
tures: La. ix. 6. Jom x. x0. xiv. 6. Eph. iv. 15, 16. v. 23. 
and Ce. ii. 19. but what we mean more particularly is the federal 
headſbip of Chrift over his people. In no other way that we can con · 
ceive, could we enjoy, from his obedience and death, the bleffin 

of juſtification, pardon, and ſalvation. It is only by his being a 
covenant-head to his people, and ſtanding in their law place, that 
© what he did and ſuffered could be conſidered in the fame light as if 
they had done and ſuffered theſe things in their own perſons ; for the 
| law acquits them, and accounts them righteous, in this way, Nom. 
vii. 3, 4. And this headſhip of Chriff could not ariſe from the 
nature of God, nor any natural order of things between God and 
man. | Chriſt's mediatorial office was certainly grounded on the ſo- 
vereign good will and pleaſure of Jeoval, ſettled and agreed upon 
between the divine three, as the contracting parties ; otherwiſe it 
might have been an eſtabliſhment of neceſſity, as ariſing from the 
Hature, or perſonality of God. This, | brethren, is what will lead 
us inne 8 eee eee | 


9 We. "OR the fulled . the fans > _ 
that ſuch a covenant has been entered into by the Father and Chriſt, | 
in which the latter was ſet up as the federal head, Iſa. xlii. 6, 7. Je- 


„ eee en e ens J the Lord, have 
W 1 VF - alles 
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«called thee in righteouſneſs, and will hold Wide hand, and Will 
Keep thee and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light 


to the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the priſoners | 


«out of the priſon, and them that ſit in darkneſs out of the priſon - 
houſe.” The like things are faid in chapter alix. 1, fo 10. P/ 
ly. and P,. Ixxxix. 28, 34. Here, brethren, | we ſee” the early 

'/, defigns of the grace of God 1 how kind his e how wie and 
oats _ his Pong | = : 
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Thirdly. The very names of Cirih, and every office ſuſtained 


by him, clearly diſplay this compact: the whole of which originates 


in his covenant headſhip : his being a ſurety and mediator ariſe from 
agreement: his being a brother of redeemer arifes from Ripulation : : 
his being the life, light, and refuge of his people their wildotn, 


righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption, have their foundation 


in the coyenant of grace, His being a Prophet to teach, a Prieſt to 
atone, a King to rule, all ariſe from this covenant agreement» Theſe 


offices and names do not rife out of the nature or perſonality of 
God; nor the ſonſhip of ' Chriſt, for he would have been the Son 


of God, if he had never been a mediator. The whole of theſe ſpring 


0 from an act of grace: an act of the ſovereign good will and pleaſure 
of God. From hence, brethren, / we may learn, that the eovanant 


of grace, is a wiſe agreement entered into by God towards: "man, "to 
ſave 8 88 an e falvation. | 


Fifty: The l of the Father towards au . 


us to aſſert, chat the covenant of grace is an agreement, a ſtipulation; 
a contract; otherwiſe, what ſhould we think of the Father's laying 
our fins on Check: / his braiſing him, and putting him to pain for the 
erimes of others! To puniſh the innocent for the guilty, as was the 


bduſe here, would make both angels and men think themſelves unſafe E 


- phder-the government of God; but Chri/?'s covenanting to become 
a ſurety; ſets this matter in a A light, and vindicates the juſtice of 


God's proceedings towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Chrift voluntarily = 


ſtanding in our Law-place, took our debts upon him, and became ac 


countable for our e Sod: thus, 78 80 firipes we are | 


healed. | 
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| 0 We ka add, | that the a 8 


ſave men, were equal: Chriff thought it no robbery to be equat 


win 
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with God. His right to ſtipulate for man's ſalvation, is, undeniable, 
and that he did ſo is evident; he entered into this covenant freely 
. made himſelf accountable for his people's tranſgreſſions; and as freely 
and faithfully made the demanded fatisfaftion. And as God could 
have been under no obligation to ſave ſinners, their ſalvation muſt be 
of grace. The Father provided a facrifice for fin, in the perſon of 
Chrift—Jeſus engaged to make atonement, and he bled on the accurſed 
tree for that purpoſe. O the depth, both of the wiſdom and know- 
| ledge of God ! how unſearchable are his 3 and his Ne 
oſt finding out 4 | 


Seventhly. The Holy Spirit was a 3 party in this 
oovenant; he agreed to perform his part in the ſalvation of man; the 
ſcriptures abundantly, teſtify this. The Spirit is called the Spirir of 
Chrift : the Spirit of God's Son, Gal. iv. 6. We judge that the 
Spirit is not ſo called from his oneneſs in nature with the Father and 
the Son, not as it reſpects his perſonality, but purely in relation to 
the covenant of grace. His being called the Spirit of adoption muſt 
alludeto his office in the covenant of grace. The characters of the 
divine ſpirit, which he bears towards the veſſels of mercy, do not 
ariſe from his nature or perſonality as God, but from his engagements 
in the covenant of grace, as is evident by his being called a teacher, a 
comforter, a ſealer, and a ſanctiſier of the people of God. The 
Spirit, doubtleſs, took upon himſelf, agreed, and covenanted, to 
be poſſeſſed of theſe offices; and he performs his engagements in 
regenerating, teaching, comforting, ae, and wan * 
people into all truth, 


„ Richobly. "Nathing een ee e 
nanting with Criſt about the ſalvation of ſinners. Formerly, cove- 
nants were confirmed by oaths and imprecatioris, flaying of animals, 


and cutting them in twain, and ſo paſling between the parts, Gen. xv. : 


g=—=12. Jer. xxxiv. 18, 19. God ſays, my covenant will I not 


' break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips; once have L 


ſworn by my holineſs, that I will not lie to David, (chat is Crit 
bis ſeed ſhall endure for ever, and his throne as the ſun before me, 
ÞB/; Ixxxix. 34. The like promiſe and oath are enen 335 the: | 
1 Tau, Heb. vi. 17 18. 
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Nothing can be more wiſe than the terms agreed upon in this co- 


veoenant of grace, and the conditions to be performed by the covenant- 


ing parties: on the Father's part, preparing Chriſt a body, to oſſer 
as a ſacrifice for fin, Hb. x. 35. Hence the word was made fleſh and 
delt among us, John i. 14. Again, the Father furniſhed the hu- 
man nature of Chrift, with gifts to execute his Mediatorial office, 
Iſa. xi. 2, 3. Luke iv. 18. The Father engages to ſupport and be 


with Chrifl, while he was performing his will on earth. Ciriſt har- 
Ang finiſhed his work of ſuffering, was raiſed from the dead by the 


Father, Gal. i. 1. The human nature of Chrift is exalted by the. 


Father, to his own right hand, and all power in heaven, and on 
earth is given to him, Matt. xxviii. 18. The rule and adminiſtra- 
tion of God's univerſal kingdom are put into his hand, and he is 
conſtituted the judge of quick and dead. As Chrift was the executor 
of the plan of ſalvation, it was neceſſary, and highly - reaſonable, 


chat all this glory ſhould be annexed to his office, as the great head 
aof his church, who for the joy that was ſet before him endured the 


croſo, and deſpiſed the ſhame, and is now ſet down at the right hand 


of the throne of God. Though Jeſus ſuffered much, he loſt no- 


- thing by his; ſufferings';- juſtice: has highly rewarded his work in the 
pre- eminence which he has over all things. It was ſaid of him, that 


he ſhould ſee (the fruit) of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied, 
which he now does, in the many which are with him; and ſhall do 
as to the reſt. What admirable. juſtice, truth, and faithfulneſs has 


the Father ewa to our coyenant head Chriſt; and will ſhew to his 


covenant people !. Amir Wee Q ye wy nou 1 
for his _ kindneſs of 


Tenthly. The\terms wr upon by G, on his . and 


- Which he has faithfully performed, warrants us to ſay, that what is 
d covenant of grace to us, wasn covenant of works to Chrift. For 
be engaged to be the ſurety of his people; he engaged his heart to 


dra nigh to God for them, Jer. xxx. 21. He was made under the 
law, as a broken covenant; as the ſecond: Auum, he engaged to ful-" 
ll che law, which he did by his obedience unto death, aud he thus 


brought in an everlaſting juſtifying righteouſneſs ; he engaged to re- 


deem his people from the curſe af the law, being made a eurſe for 
them, Gal. iii. 13. iv. 4, 5. He engaged to keep all thoſe Who 


Were e into his hands, . en none ſhould 1 loſt, Maut. 
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Kii. 3. John x. 27, 28. He engaged to preſgnt all his people 
faultleſs before his Father, which will be done in his own due time, 
when he hath raiſed them from the dead. Upon his fulfilling theſe 

conditions the Father promiſed'the Spirit to prepare all the veſſels - 
mercy for heaven. The four Evangeliſts will inform you, brethren, 
how well our Lord Jeſs Chrift performed the conditions of this co- 
venant: How ſweetly he preached glad tidings ! What numerous 
miracles he,wrought'! Full of acts of goodneſs to men ! Inceſſant 
in prayer 1. lviry precept of the divine law, was written on his holy 
heart, and was to be read in his ſpotleſs life! How readily he went 
to Jeruſalem to die for his people! How lovingly did he ſhed his 
blood for the remiſſion of their ſins | How completely he finiſhed his 
work ! Sing, O heavens ! Be joyful, O earth! Clap your hands, ye 
people ! Salvation, and honour, and glory, be unto God and the 
Lamb for ever and ever! The glory of the divine perfeCtions ſhines 
divinely bright, in the ſalvation of un-numb&red millions of bur 
fallen race | A ſubject which ſhall for ever fill their hearts with joy, 
and their tongues with endleſs praiſe to the grace of God] The pro- 
miſes which hold forth this grace, are as lo many 5 to ee 
eee direct our _ OE rg . 


Elevenebly. The covenant wy grace * conſidered as a Bes- | 
ment, and it is ſo called of Chrift, and the Apoſtle Paul, as contain- 
ing a gift or legacy, which is falvation; grace, and glory, founded on 
the death of Chrift the teftator. This teſtament was drawn up in 
the counſel of God, and confirmed by oaths and promiſes; in which 
the Almighty Father, poſſeſſed his Son, Jeſus Chrift, in the begin- 
ning of his way, and made over to him an inheritanee of grace and 
glory, which his elect en, fine bs me e with him for ever 5 
and 8 4 

Having given you, dear brethren, a brief view of the two cove- 
| nants, let us now, in 'concluſi6n, conſider the bay ae of this TY 
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if 2 
Hs ; . = 13 


ne eswe uf grace, Publiſhed in the bene, e 
nour of God; for in the belief of this, we' find the moſt ſhining 
characters in all ages of the world; a long liſt of which is made out 
. Heb. xi.) all men of faich. How faint. and 


6 


ug 


ſhining virtue, and heavenly deeds of theſe men of God! Mere 
- moral virtue never carries the mind above the world, but grace gives 
ſpiritual life and wiſdom, not of this world: by this the moſt ſecret 
fins are deteſted, old things paſs away, and, behold, all things 
become new! Holy brethren, may we all be united to, praiſe God, 


for our deliverance from the covenant of works, and for an intereſt / 
in the covenant of grace; but let us be aware that we do not oppoſe | 


. Chriſt, in a proper uſe of the law, under the goſpel diſpenſation ; : 


he makes good uſe of it for conviction, for reproof, and for direc. 


Gon. He holds it up as a glaſs for us to ſee our daily imperfections 
= that we may more quickly apply to him for cleanſing and reco- 


Labour pins * to uſe the law, as Chriſt has ſtated 


als Bis. | 


. W e Xcfigned by the cove- 


pant of grace, and in giving ſalvation to men, to ſet afide maxims 
of juſtice, or | to. caſt down any rule of right, or to ſubvert. 


the univerſal law of nature. We bleſs God, that through divine 
grace, he has given us the pardon of our fins, and eſtabliſhment in 


, hs that we might be mY, in all manner of race and my” 05 


a - IT I 2 Bw J- 


ke 8 


OD SNARE ALY may yen indeed 


de bleſſed with a clear judgment, to diſcern the excellencics of goſ- 
pel truth May our acal be. fervent, for the glory of God, and for 
each others good ! May you ever aſcribe the whole of your ſal vation 


0 God, and hate every falſe way! May you do honour to your 
principles by your moderation, godly tempers, and humble deport- 


ment; and by a ſteady, and zealous attendance on the means of 


We again beſeech you, brethren, to make the moſt diligent in- 


quiry after the ſeal. of this covenant upon your own hearts: the ra- 
tification or ſeal of the covenant to us, was the blood of Ci; but 


as this is a ſecret thing as to the perſons redeemed, and known only | 
to God, it cannot be the confirmation of their intereſt in Chrift. But. 


that which is the ſeal or confirmation of our intereſt in the -cove+ 


ant, is our receiving the Holy Spirit: bis regenerating our 8 


"a are the virtues and morals of the wiſeſf. heathens, to he 


7, „ e 7 
and es the laws of God in our hearts : his becoming the bern 
of ens and giving us 8 life and liberty. 


: Finally, dear brethren, in the Lord, we wiſh you to diffinguiſh 
| true religion from that which is falſe. It certainly does not conſiſt in 
a working for life—in a dead, unfruitful faith—in an hiſtorical 
knowledge of the covenant of grace. It does not conſiſt in crying 
up the liberty of the goſpel, to fright' duty out of doors. It con- 

ſiſts no more in empty knowledge, than in do and live. The high- 

flown profeſſor of grace, whoſe heart i is not right with God, is as 
much under condemnation, as the openly profane ſinner, and his ſtate 

f EF. more dreadful. True religion appears in its fruits: in men's having 


tender conſciences : a broken heart, and a contrite ſpirit : in a holy 
hatred of fin: a deep ſenſe of our unworthineſs: filled with ad- 
miring of Jeſus the Saviour, and living upon his fulneſs daily :— 
theſe things proclaim us legatees in the covenant of grace, and prove 
us to be the children of the living God. We remain, your affe · 
tionate brethren i in the Lord. | 


Signed in behalf of the whole, by 


j 
? 


THOMAS PURDY. 
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